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New ITR Trail Rider Handbook American Trails announces 2009 Website Winner
Words from ITR president Denise Maxwell. Horsemen’s Council Legislation Action Center

Two new ITR Board members! ITR Invites Submission of Trail Saver Stories

Report Equestrian Trail Closures or Access Issues to ITR American Horse Council hosts Interagency Meetings
Know More about the US Fish & Wildlife Service Southeastern Equestrian Trails Conference (SETC)
lllinois Legislative Ag Day Land Use Advisory by Blue Ribbon Reference Library
Conservation Congress Region Notes

Recreational Trails Program (RTP) Reference Library

IL Greenways & Trails Council Meeting ITR Attire Supports lllinois Trail Advocacy Work
New Website for Shawnee National Forest

HELP ITR Become Greenwhile economizing (and saving your membership dollars foradsibcacy) by
having your newsletter sent to you via email. Send a o@edwsletter@illinoistrailrider.comequesting the change.
We will also be sending an email announcement out shortly.

e e s e o o o o o o P Pt P P P P P P P P P P P P P P P s P s P P P P P P P Pt s Pt s P e P P s P s P P P P P P P Pt P Pt P Pt Pl Pt P Pt P Pt P Pt

New 2010 Edition of the Trail Riders Handbook! Conpletely Revised!
New Trails! New Information! New Maps! New Advertisers!

$  %& —

I $%& #HH#t
( %& ) " $) %& & & ## *



Page 2 — lllinois Trail Riders May-July 2010 Newsletter

lllinois Trail Riders
4873 Indian Hills Drive,
Edwardsville, IL 62025
618 656-2591

ILTrRdrs@illinoistrailriders.com

www.illinoistrailriders.com
Officers & Directors

DENISE MAXWELL region 4
President

4873 Indian Hills Drive
Edwardsville, IL 62025

618 656-1129

JEAN GREENLEE, region 2
Vice President

2330 Rockton Road
Caledonia, IL 61011

815 292-3010

LORI KENNEDY, region 1
Treasurer

18051 South Gougar Road
Joliet, IL 60432

815 726-5346

SANDY POLETTI, region 4
Secretary

840 Wayside Lane
Makanda, IL 62958

618 670-6493

lllinois Trail Riders
Goals and Purposes

Encourage the development of year-around horse trails wittoirad trailer
parking and horse camping facilities.

Establish/maintain communications throughout all stagedesets of trail or

land planning and management.

Utilize education programs to help trail developers provade swlti-use
trail facilities and all trail users to understandltesiquette.

Work with legislators to illustrate the importancetrafil-based recreation to

the horse community and lllinois.

Meet with environmental and conservancy advocacy grougsdourage an
unbiased approach to trail development (saddle, carriageasohgl

Work to keep existing trails open and monitor changesaihuse to protect
equestrians and defend our right to be on trails and thealgghout lllinois.

PETER VEIT, region 1
1041 N. Mill Street
Naperville, IL 60563
630 357-6465

JOANNE GERNANT, region 2
450 Highway 6 East
Geneseo, IL 61254

309 944-4317

JERRY (BUCKWHEAT)
McKINLEY region 3
912 N. John Street
Farmer City, IL 61842
309 928-2484

SARA RHOADES, region 3
2372 N. 1500 East Road
Seymour, IL 61875
217-493-9654

RON RHOADES, region 3
2372 N. 1500 East Road
Seymour, IL 61875
217-840-9473

Promote your event or sell your
items through the Newsletter which
reaches over 2,000 riders around
the State of lllinois on at least a
quarterly basis (February, May,
August, November).

Ad deadline is the 10" of the month
preceding publication date. Ad

Advertising
Per Issue

One-Time Four-Time
Ad Type Rate Rate
Business $18.00 $13.00
Card
Quarter Page  $25.00 $21.00
Half Page $35.00 $28.00
Full page $50.00 $40.00

copy along with payment must be
received by that date and are
subject to approval. See rates
alongside.

CLASSIFIED: $10.00 PER ISSUE, 40
WORDS OR LESS

Send your camera ready copy and prepayment 10 Kon Rhoades, 23/2 N 150U
East Rd, Seymour, IL, 61875, 217-840-9473, ronald@rhoadesgroup.com.

KELLY BLAND , region 3
PO Box 449

Bethany, IL 61914
217-665-3550

SANDY WILSON, region 4
503 South Daniels
Springfield, IL 62703
217-544-7620

Looking for a New Trail To Explore?
Looking for a New Campground to spend
time at?
Get the lllinois Trail Rider Handbook NOW
and discover lllinois — Equestrian Style!
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From the President’s Desk, Denise Maxwell.

| hear that time goes faster as we age. | think kebeli
this! | could swear that only last week | sortedtigh

all the information in the last newsletter, proof rehd t
new edition of the Trail Handbook, got through the
Horse Fair, and now it is time for another newsletter!
Where did the last 3 months go?

Horse Fair is always a blur. This year was no exception
Fortunately there were good volunteers to help run the

booth where we sold over 100 copies of the new g

handbook and had a large selection of ITR shirts. Many

people stopped by with questions and information ong .
[

various trails and happenings. | am still sorting bt t
answers, such as “How does my Saddle Club get
permission to legally ride on US Fish & Wildlife roatls?
or “Who do | contact to volunteer at my local trail?” or
‘I am vacationing to the Shawnee, what campground
and trails should 1 visit?”

At the ITR general meeting we finished business quickly
and turned the podium over to Frank Bowman (president
of Horsemen’s Council of Illinois) to hear about 2010
legislation that could affect trail riders and horse awne
Past board members Sandy Wilson and Kelly Bland
returned to our Board of Directors and others accepted

**

Maybe when we get older, we get busier, and time just
flies by so much faster!

Happy Tralils. Denise

Kelly Bland returns to Board in Region 31 am
happy to return to the Board to help with the
efforts of our organization. The directors have
been debating issues that affect the trail rider
and how we can make the trails in lllinois
grow and remain a permanent part of our
scenery. Horse Fair again brought me
knowledge in many areas. | consider it
important to support ITR. | never thought |
ﬁ would say politics have been most interesting.
— I’'m sure before the year ends many issues will
be put to us.

Operating Wolf Creek Riding Stables for 3 years in Wolf
Creek State Park at Lake Shelbyville has been educalinig.
park has 20 miles of equine trail shared with snowmobiles,
making this a multi use trail. ITR has been a grestuee

for looking into possible grants. As | learn the applocat
process | will be sharing the experience with you sb yba
might be the next one to work for a grant on yourdrail

Mother Nature has been cruel the past 2 years with Nda.
have already seen a lot of riders and it's only tHea2ek of
April.  Groups everywhere are volunteering to clean and

maintain trails. It is imperative we mentor our ygymeople
to become advocates in keeping our trails open, clean and
safe. Nice to be back!

another 2 year term. There were announcements about
how to facilitate horse trails in your area using available
grant money, the Conservation Congress, our partner
organizations and so on. Many people came to the booth
to finish conversations spurred by the meeting. The
Board of Directors met to continue with ITR business.

Sandy Wilson returns to Board in Region 4 have
been a member of ITR since day one and_L
enjoy helping with trails and build new ones
| have loved horses since | was very sma
riding my cousin’s horses. In 1969 | got m
first horse but didn't have a trailer for year
| rode on the road back then (it was safe [{@%
ride on the roads). Then | bought a trailer!
didn't ride the state parks too much since
had a farmer in Mason City that let us rid
on his private farm. What a great time th
was!

Many were disappointed that Bob Wagner didn’'t make

Horse Fair this year to set up camp and teach about
packing and camping with the horse. Bob had a run in
with a young horse a week before the Fair and was beat
up and sad that he couldn’t do his demonstrations. We
are glad he is making a full and speedy recovery. He has
a busy summer working with Back Country Horsemen in

the Shawnee and the Mark Twain National Forests.
Since then | have been to a lot of the State parkspawate

Did you notice how many riders attempted the CMO  pjaces in MO.

UNmounted Orienteering Challenge at Horse Fair? One
of the compass points was located at our booth and |
enjoyed watching people find their bearings with a
newly learned skill and borrowed compass. And then
there was the...!

| believe ITR exists to educate on how we can keeprails t
open. The founders of ITR, Ruby, Francis and Lindagwer
firm believers in this mission. | hope this will conte after |
am no longer riding. | want to see that my greatceseand
nephew are able to ride all the trails. | was viRiliby when

There are always so many things to do at the Fair and so Clinton Lake opened up trails at the ribbon cutting.

little time. It is always a full weekend. Now | hatee

get back to the regular things like keeping a horse and
house, work and doing my best as President of ITR to
point everyone in a good direction to fulfill the mission
and goals of the organization.

I have helped in Shawnee, Lake Sangchris and Lake Lou
Yager cleaning trails. | love working on trails. See wn the
trails!

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhxk
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Report Equestrian_Trail Closures or Access Issues!Equestrians see an increasing loss of access through trail
restrictions, trail closures, and use restrictionigs & loss of opportunities for riders, families, passwith disabilities, school groups,
and others. There seems to be a management enviroresendpen to these traditional forms of use. Sometigstactions on
equestrian use are done intentionally through managemerst thiat reduce, restrict or eliminate horses, horsktits; camping or
grazing restrictions, cross-country travel restricdia@r closures. Sometimes, the restrictions are ictdifeough a lack of trail
maintenance, over regulation, or lack of services egotiblic like facilities that provide saddle and pack animalsarking for horse
trailers.

In order to better combat this disturbing trend ITRsisirag equestrians to document examples of trails or arabhdkie been closed
to equestrians on federal or state land (National F@®wice, National Parks Service, and Bureau of Landagament, IDNR, Fish
& Wildlife, etc). ITR is seeking all information coaming the reason for the loss of access, detailsecoimg any public process
that was involved and the history of equestrian use orideecttrail or area.

ITR is committed to preserving equine access to pudfidd. It is important for these efforts that we hawdence that demonstrates
the extent of the problem and the need for action onattepCongress or the federal land agencies.

Know More about the US Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWSbhy Denise Maxwell, ITR president.
Be Aware Of The Process, The Possibilities, And Bewvalved Locally If You Ride In These Areas.

The USFWS is a bureau within the Department of therilort whose mission is to work with others to comseprotect, and enhance
fish, wildlife, and plants and their habitats for thetouing benefit of the American people. There are Matidvildlife Refuges and
many regional or state refuges administered out of tineédota regional office - sdeitp://www.fws.gov/midwest

lllinois State Fish and Wildlife Areas are administetierough the same Land Management Division within the Degeartof Natural
Resources, the same as every other State ParkFStatt, Natural or Habitat Area, Recreation AcgeGtate Trail.

There are many lands within the State of Illinois Wwh&re named as Fish and Wildlife Areas. They canufadler a number of
management scenarios. It is easy to confuse Fededsl é@mministered by the USFWS with those that are aderiedsby the lllinois
Dept. of Natural Resources (IDNR) as State Fish andI¥iAreas. To further complicate matters, the laduisition, projects
upon a given site, or programs administered on those taag$iave been funded with Federal money from the USFWS.

According to Nathan Caldwell of Trails, Byways, Transptton Enhancements, and Alternative Transportation dirmator within

the Refuge Roads Program, Washington Office of the USRN¥Suse of the existing administrative roads upon thdtdartrails can
be explored. Each site (both the Federal and State marsagis) Is operated on a case-by-case basis, with tdedftermination
being made by the site manager in conjunction with the gdbat controls the land and the site management plans.

The 1997 Wildlife Refuge Act and the Activity Compatibiliyct determined the open and public process by which eedr
defensible determinations can be made on what is apg®@nd compatible at each federally operated sités ffrocess is done
from the “bottom up”, rather than the top down,ce@mmunication with site managers(especially during the planning process) is
critical — sobecome friendsvith your local site manager! Site Superintendents andoRalgPlanners should be familiar with this
process. They can help a trail rider who wishes to expphee possibility of creating a designated trail on fddanal.

This “bottom up” process and these laws do not applyate-stwned Fish and Wildlife areas or to IDNR site supenidents. The
IDNR site superintendent and the land management divisioblast@a determine what activities they feel are coripzton their
lands, even if they were purchased with federal mondycategorized as State Fish and Wildlife Areas.

Federal Involvement in IDNR lands, projects and programs The USFWS Wildlife and Sport Fish Restoration Progra
administer grant programs and works with fish and vddigencies in a mutually responsible, cooperative @edtive grant
partnership to protect and enhance fish, wildlife, andtabesources for present and future public benefitgidRe3 administers
over $183 million in grants to the states and tribes ingbmn.

Where the money comes from:In 1937, the Federal Aid in Wildlife Restoration Act,tbetknown as the Pittman-Robertson Act,
imposed an 11 percent manufacturer's tax on sporting armsarandinition, which is used to fund wildlife restorationdan
management activities. This act authorizes the Segretdhe Interior to cooperate with the States, thraiingir respective State fish
and game departments, in wildlife-restoration projecthe Act also provides for grants for hunter educatiorgnamas and a
mechanism for a multi-state conservation grant progrBach state who gets this money must use it foptingose it is given. The
money can’t be diverted to other programs.

The Federal Aid in Fish Restoration Act, known as Biegell-Johnson Act, was passed in 1950 and created a t@nper
manufacturer's tax on fishing tackle, which is used to fistdréstoration and management efforts.

Since 1939, Region 3 states, which include over 39,350 atri#inois, have used grants from these funds to acquirdsldor
conservation and/or public use. Most of the propertigshidnze been paid for with Federal funds are called “$iiste and Wildlife
Areas”. Management Plans for each site specificedtg what can be provided on the various portions of féthin the site.
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For Example: Mississippi River Area —http://dnr.state.il.us/lands/landmgt/parks/sitemaps/misssippi.pdf Imagine an area that
includes 15 wildlife management areas and 13 public access spaaning more than 24,000 acres, and scattered along 75 miles of
the lllinois and Mississippi rivers (in West-CentrHinbis). Add to this the awe-inspiring bluffs that towaver the river valley,
providing breathtaking views, and one begins to get someoidedat awaits you at the Mississippi River StatédhFaad Wildlife

Area (MRA).

As its name implies, the area lies within MississippieRNavigation Pools 25 and 26 and includes portions d&f that lllinois and
Mississippi Rivers. The total project area consist24B86 acres of General Plan Lands. Of this total, 16,8/ ace actively
managed for wetland habitat enhancement and public recreation

When Congress approved the nine-foot navigation charmedddJpper Mississippi River in the 1930’s,the Army CarpEngineers
acquired these lands in Calhoun and Jersey counties forwmiitst of the present-day navigation system. Thie sowd dam system
created a series of navigation pools between the daihe.MRA lands lie within navigation pools 25 and 26.

Once the lock and dam system was constructed, portfahese lands were offered to the Department of thexiom USFWS, to be
managed for fish and wildlife purposes. The USFWS estadlisa series of refuges along both the Illinois and is&igmpi Rivers.
Then, through a cooperative agreement with the vari@isssthe FWS offered parcels of land for the statesatoage for fish,
wildlife, and recreational uses. Today, the lllinoigpBement of Natural Resources manages 24,000 acres of Yeisgent ground
as the MRA.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk STAT E N OT ES kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk *

lllinois Legislative Ag Day by JoAnne Gernant, ITR Region 1 Board Member

| attended the Ag. Legislation Day in March at the lllinstigte capitol in Springfield. | had the pleasure oftmgewith
Frank Bowman (president and lobbyist for Horseman's Coahtilinois). We visited Senator Bivins. Frank pointeat

the need to add the word hoiteeSB 2627, which did did not include horses - only hikers acytlists. Senator Bivins
was interested and seemed to be horse friendly. Theobill have gone through without someone pointing out that
horses use trails. It was thrilling to think that a simifigen could be part of the legislative process in lllihdisank was

a good coach, knowing what to say, and | was able to gadhafor the trail riders! Frank also left his cartiem the
representatives/senators were unavailable. It wagenesting and educational experience.

Conservation Congressy Kelly Bland, ITR Region 3 Board Member.

My first meeting as an ITR Board representative, Thes@osmtion Congress (CC), was April 13, 2010 at the Illinois
Department of Natural Resources Building (IDNR). Two oth@ard members -- Joanne Gernant and Sandy Wilson —
also attended. IDNR staff introductions were madepdioh Director Marc Miller. Attendees of this CC wé&@%

who attended the previous CC and 50% (including me) first-tibeadees. After a review of the October CC, funding
was a hot topic. Most representatives agreed tkatft# conservation use are not offensive and are needegduito

be made fair and public. Beth White, trustee for Publicd,.af Partners for Parks and Wildlife, announced their new
websitewww. partnersforparksandwildlife.orngghich will explain how they are dedicated to secure and inereesling

for open space and park acquisition, natural area présenvavildlife habitat protection and recreational oppotiesiin
lllinois. Funding can start with one person by simply pickapgtheir own trash and saving thousands of dollars instead
of having state employees pick it up for them.

Lenore Beyer-Clow discussed Landowner Liability Legislation dibiNR Proposed New-Access Programs.
Environmental Literacy programs for youth, marketing, and gthegrams were lightly touched upon before our break
for lunch. Different ideas came from all ends of the speatt

It was reported that approximately 400 jobs may be cut thisfyaa part time IDNR
employees -- this means our parks and trails may notdigtained as well as we have
been accustomed to. Mowing, trees, brush, mud, restroomgl &k affected by the
cuts.

The evening ended at the Governors Mansion where | was ablestahmeprogram
people. One | look forward to spending much more timéh ugt Diane Banta,
Midwest Region RTCA Rivers and Trails Program.

So, what do ITR members need to do, you ask? We nerdintain and clean up our

trails. One basic thmg every trail advocate knows isatwloes out on the trails comes back from the trails. Inegipn
we have students who work for service hours which are deedgraduate. The program director calls and askey t
can do service hours at my stable, in THEIR Park. Soyiar, no doubt, trail cleanup will be a high priority.stil
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amazes me how many bottles and cans are being tossedtomlsheOne of my horses stepped on a bottle last year
thankful no injury occurred!

We attend to attend these workshops, seminars, CGswesan meet the people who can help us make a difference i
our missions of trail. At the Governor’s Mansion Governor Quastorted by IDNR Director Marc Miller, signed an
Executive Order (my first experience at this sort of thingJO PROMOTE CLEAN WATER, OUTDOOR
RECREATIONAL SPACE, AND YOUTH ENVIRONMENTAL EDUCATI ON INTIATIVES. The order includes
FUNDING, PUBLIC RECREATIONAL ACCESS, YOUTH RECRUITENT AND RETENTION, SAVINGS
CLAUSE.

It's a great start for ITR but we need to pay attenttowhat comes out of the order and stay on top of our rieetisil
riding. It's ok to share the news you're reading, trigiérs should know what is happening in lllinois on the traily the
ride!

Recreational Trails Program (RTP) provides funding to states to build and maintain recreativads and trail-
related facilities for users, including equestriansatTgrogram is part of the highway bill, which has to teutieorized
every five years. The current highway bill was set to exgarlier this year. However, because Congress has pasto

a new highway bill, it has been forced to extend the curaamt IMost recently, Congress extended the current law for
two months; that extension was set to expire February 28, Zli®Jobs for Main Street Act of 2010 would extend the
current highway bill until December 31, 2010, while Congressksvto draft and approve a new national multi-year
surface highway bill.

The RTP provides funding directly to the states for egaweal trails and trail-related facilities for botlotarized and
non-motorized recreational trail uses, including riding. c&iits inception, the RTP has provided approximately $677
million for thousands of state and local trail projectsoas the country, including many that benefit equestriaRTP
projects consist of construction, maintenance, and ed&iorof trails and trail related facilities as wafl the acquisition

of easements or property for trails.

Equestrians support these various provisions since they Wwenkfit the horse industryin lllinois, priority is given to
grants using RTP funds for horse and hiking trails. Butthere have to be applications to use the money. Thisare
there were only TWO equestrian related applications!

The Senate-passed bill must still be approved by the HauBepresentatives, which passed a much broader bill last
year. The House may simply vote on the more limitedplafised by the Senate and send it to the President fatusign

FYI — Trails created using “Bike Path Grants” are usirugey from vehicle title transfer fees here in lllinois. Mather
states do not have this state-controlled type of fundiffiese trails can include horses as users if the tembgers and
grant applicants wish to. They can have any kind of serfadirt, stone, asphalt, or cement.

IL Greenways & Trails Council Meeting, April 21, 2010was the 58 meeting. Members attending included Ders
Anderson, Openlands; Ed Barsotti; LIB; Don Corty, IAS©ug DelLille; Steve Keenan/Linda Wheeland/Joe Zieb&CFRC; Bev
Moore, ITC; Ron Rhoades, Horsemen’s Council of IL (HSara Rhoades, ITR. Agency representatives attentthgled: Amy
Madigan, Dave Sellman, Dick Westfall, DNR; Todd Hill,@D; Greg Mihalich. ILDCEO/BOT

Dick Westfall discussed the status of the RTP, statiagwe are in a transition period between the last akdSAFETEA-LU. Greg
Piland indicated that there was around $2.3 million availableere is enough for the RTP program so we witped as usual to
generate a project listing. Todd Hill added that westilavorking on and interagency agreement with DNR. IDERopeful that
congress will continue with reauthorizing the progranmnfany years to come. A coalition for recreatidnails has been lobbying
congress to reauthorize, but it could be FFY11 befaetitally happens.

For FFY 09, the process is ongoing to obligate fungbfojects. The final reviews are in but must still karained for CERPS
(Comprehensive Environmental Review Process). Newgsojaust be included in and MPO (metropolitan planningrizgtion)
plan, or a TIP (transportation improvement plan). Tode@sf it would be beneficial to move to a bi-annual paogito ensure that
the funds are used when they become available. Therdobawmepast issues and delays, rescissions, or urtedlifyads or unused
funds being lost. It was suggested that we continue acutihent program schedule and try to improve the rewesvawarded
processes.

Dave Sellman reported that grant applications deadlmeeapproaching. If you're interested in any of the progransit
http://dnr.state.il.us/ocd/gaoutnew.htRor the grant programs with the March 1, 2010 deadlieeBike received 33 applications for
a total of $5.6 million, but actual funding availabl&ismillion. The OHV program received 6 applications$é86,000 while
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$600,000 is available. Last year's OHV grants have beandsa but not announced. The snowmobile and STEF prodravesa
May 1 deadline.

The RTP received 13 applications with 2 being motoriZéthere is an excess of funds, we could fund projeota the bike path
program.

In other news, the governor has proposed a 1% incontekiaxbut significant cuts to all agencies will take plathe economy has
impacted the title transfer tax, so there isn't ashmewenue from this source and many government operaisig are coming from
dedicated funds.

A new program passed last year, PARC the Park ane&emm Construction Act. There is ho money now, butg@smext year.
Applicant projects must be bondable infrastructure. &laes government obligated bonds. It’s either 75% reiseiuent or for
disadvantaged communities it will be 90% reimbursemene flihds are intended for renovation and rehabilitatichiinastructure
issues. Also included is indoor recreation facilities Wh&not covered by any other program. Information palésed to the council
as it becomes available.

American Trails has announced new training opportunifidgandout was given at the meeting, and is attached. Q@jftecover
many topics. RTP Educational funds can be used in soses.cdhis could help the council determine what types obéduoal
session could be planned for in the future. A potentiihirtg subcommittee was proposed at the meeting. $téerenembers were
Ed Barsotti, Bev Moore and Sara Rhoades. Amy Madigdrradd Hill will assist the subcommittee.

Sara Rhoades (ITR) reported that ITC has been workittiighwke County and Middle Fork improving equestrian opportuiitie

United States Equestrian Federation (USEF) in Lexingtonriicates that Central Regional Selection Trial fier US Endurance
Team for the World Equestrian Games will be held 28120 and the Final Selection Trial will be held August &tiddlefork.
If you need further information, contact Sara directlgaaa@rhoadesgroup.com

Ron Rhoades (HCI) reported on the Horsemen’s Countlliradis that there are now offering Emergency Respoiidaining and
working with local trail advocacy groups.

New Website for Shawnee National ForestHarrisburg, IL, March 2010 —Supervisor Allen Nicholas annedrtbe launch

of the new Forest website http://www.fs.usda.gov/shawne&he website uses updated technology to enable the paldiccess
information on what is happening in the Forest and toecinpmeople to national information. It provides numeressurces to assist
the public in staying informed of happenings on the Foregtpnly regarding information on the status of prgebut also link to
current events and wildfire dangers to help people plan\tsits to the Forest. It also helps support the dmeeof Information Act
and transparent government intended by Congress. For imfamenation, please contact Lisa Roper at (618) 243-7114
(Iroper@fs.fed.usor Becky Banker, Public Affairs Officer, at (618) 253-71igatker @fs.fed.ys

ORGANIZATIONAL NEWS — NATIONAL AND REGIONAL

American Trails announces 2009 American ITR Invites Submission Of Trail Saver Stories!

Trails Website Winner. The ITR website is a Another riding season has arrived! Happy Trailsk fitne for
winning website in the 2009 American Trails Website — more trail savers stories — the chance to shineptbttight on your
Contest! See the 2009 Winning Websites page at trail organization. Let us know what your organizatiomvesking
http://www.americantrails.org/webcon09.html American on for 2010. We need photos too!

Trails has added all of the websites to their StatStaye : . .
trail links, and some of them to our Resources index pages ﬁ;}ggﬁag te:logi?: gr:r(z)al{:nlilelzeti(rf\l;l(;)'c tr;itsir W:ghi:oé%ng
where they highlight trail education, planning, and many offices. The traﬂ re )r/esentatives fro%n every Fedagsanc ghave
other topics. The American Trails goal is to publidize now w(;alked into thepAmerican Horse Counc):/il Officeshisyl'gives
excellent work that trails and greenways enthusiasts are amazing recognition to equestrians at the federal lekeitlos to
doing across North America. Take a look at some of the Ben Pendergrass, Legislative Director, who is dealiigh
other entries and gain some new ideas about how to recreation isgues’ iving special attenti(')n to trailswtes and
advocate for horse trails in your area. It is by Stuar 2CCESS o Federalgljandg gn March 9 2010. the Amedriomse
Macdonald, American Trails Magazine and Website editor, . ) X ’ -
www.AmericanTrails.org Council release_d its 2009 Report on Equestr_lan Accegs omaFede
Lands, which is intended to provide a brief overview of th

Horsemen’s Council of lllinois. Log on to responses the AHC received from equestrians to its oggoin
www.horsemenscouncil.organd navigate to the HCI access survey in 2009. The report can be viewed at
Legislation "Action Center" to review the current listhe www.horsecouncil.org

activity will be fast and furious for the next few weeks,
with committee meetings starting next week, so be sure t
check often for updates and changes to the bills that affec
you.

Southeastern Equestrian Trails Conference (SETC)
July 15-17, 2010 - Where trail users and land managers meet to
address today's trail issues and tomorrow's opportunitidsin

your fellow trail supporters for this fun, informative, and
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educational conference. Visit the SETC website
(www.southeasternequestriantrails.gom for contact
information. Encourage our members to attend!

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

LAND USE ADVISORY by Blue Ribbon
Coalition (BRC) - USFS PLANNING RULE

MEETINGS ANNOUNCED, by Brian Hawthorne,
Public Lands Policy Director, 208-237-1008 ext 102

The U.S. Forest Service (USFS) is beginning the pramess
revising its rules and regulations (“Planning Rule”) for
amending Forest Plans and has said it is committed to an
open collaborative approach. The agency statéthe
Forest Service is committed to developing a new
planning rule that endures over time. We believe a
transparent and participatory method is the best way to
accomplish this. We'll be working hard to gather input
collaboratively throughout the development of a new
planning rule.” The USFS recently closed a formal
comment period on a proposed action that includes several
"Principles” that will guide the new regulations.

The USFS partnered with the US Institute for

Environmental Conflict Resolution to develop a

collaboration strategy for the ongoing development of the
new planning rule. Chief Tom Tidwell recently announced
a series of events to provide additional opportunities for
“public discussion.” Events include a series of meetings,
including a national science forum, three national
roundtables, and nine regional roundtables.

Horse related organizations you belong to:

|:| New

Name

Address
City
Zip
Phone (H)

e-mail

O

Renewal Date:

State

County

(©)

Fax

O Working at ITR’s Booth at Horse Fairs

O
O

MEMBERSHIP FEES

O
O
O

| would like to help by (check as appropriate):

Promoting ITR in my area
Helping at Trail Work Days

Individual Membership $15.00
Family Membership $20.00
Organization Membership $25.00

No. of Members

BRC believes there is good reason for the recreatingcpubl
to be concerned about the direction in which the agency
proceeding. Many interested parties, including BRC,
believe the “set of potential principles” were sigrafitly
flawed and didn't solve any of problems with the current
Planning Rule. Some of the “principles,” such as this “all
lands” concept, where the USFS would attempt to
influence activites on privately owned land, were
vehemently opposed by many key stakeholders. Many
concerned stakeholders believe the agency needs to ref

The membership fee covers the cost of your Newsletter .
Your donations help us to attend trail conferences, visit trails
and campgrounds, pay for office expenses, meet our needs
to successfully respond to the ever-increasing challenges to
keep trails open.

DONATION With our thanks !

Help Us Keep Horses On Our Trails!
$

evaluate its process.

BRC believes the “principles” threaten to create new,
undefined goals and criteria which will exacerbate, not
resolve, the planning gridlock accelerating through the

HANDBOOK OF TRAILS, CAMPS AND SERVICES

O

Handbook of lllinois Trails
membership)
$25.00 Plus $5.00 P & H ($30.00) $

(not included with

agency. BRC was among many urging the FS to steer this
effort back to its necessary focus: (1) fill the cutren
regulatory void and (2) redouble proper focus on the

Total Enclosed

$

primary goals of efficiency and expediency in the Forest
planning process.

Those comments have been received by the agency and ar
supposedly being analyzed, but the review of the science

1%

[llinois Trail Riders is incorporated as a non-prof
501(3)(c) organization.
donations are fully tax deductible. The cost of th
Handbook is not tax

it
Membership fees and
e
-deductible .

forum and roundtable agendas doesn't look like our
message has gotten through. We encourage our member
to register and attend {the roundtable} and strongly
encourage the same of any land use officers or othats t

o

are active in FS planning and management. {l also

Mail to:

Illinois Trail Riders Check Amount:
4873 Indian Hills Drive Renewal Date:
Edwardsville, IL 62025 Card Sent:

Office Use

strongly encourage} contacting your Congressional
Representatives. They need to hear from YOU!
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REGION 1 - The Weather Is WARM. The Trails Are Calling: by JoAnne Gernant, ITR 1 Board Member

I hit the trail at Rock Cut on opening day! The worlarthe park have widened the trails and they were GREATy -
and well groomed (of course there were a few spotsméia overgrown with branches but easy to get around). latode
Franklin Grove and the main trails on the west side aregn@med. Last year they added fill to the areas thedled it

— what a great job by the management! The woods on theigestre tunneled with Honeysuckle and oft muddy. This
year parts of the trails were ok but caution is alwaysssecs.

Weather and a shortage of help had made the trails &eJ@ate Park difficult . Last year rain and cldsampered

riding and the park was in such disarray. | have beergridithis park for 40 years and was greatly saddened! jBstt
returned from a three day ride at Jubilee and the mais &ra open , side trails are ok, and it look like a gyest for

Jubilee — Hurray!. Management has cleaned some of the Alimentrees and opened several trails. Great scenery and
good riding.

The Hennepin Canal was to be open to horses on April thee trails are flat and great for horses. Remembedéoon
the south side (the historical original tow-path) untiisg¢he white lime on the north. These trails are multi-asehey
cross the aqueduct. Then, riders return to south side.

Big River State Park south of Keithsburg is always opée.sand makes perfect trails, and management tries pdtee
trails open.

Sand Ridge, outside of Forest City (west of Pekin), mnogear round as the trails are sandy. These trails asmetyr
well marked.

Happy Trails-- enjoy riding.

REGION 1 - Spring Comes A Little Later To Northern Illinoi s Than The Rest Of The Statereports Jean
Greenlee (ITR Region 1 Board member) but the equestnathssi area are planning a work day at Rock Cut State Pa
on Saturday, May 15th, starting at 10 a.m. Anyone and everyam@Ecome to come and help--with or without a horse.
If the weather is bad, the rain date will be May 22nd.

We're planning to repair and replace some posts for the pickstand fill in underneath. There's plenty of trimming to
be done on the trails--we have vehicles to cover the wide (vasltl just put a few people in each). The single-fital$
can be done on horseback or walking.

Lunch will be served at 12:30 (to those who work)--no fie=kvith this group!
If you have nippers, pruners, chain saws, shovels, glovesytning else that could be of use, don't hesitate to lhring

Believe it or not, this is just the start of our fun. 'eave another small morning of work (there's only donutscaimd
provided) at the Kinnikinnick Conservation District laterthe season.

Remember, if you use the trails, it would be to your aghntage to help for a few hours in order to have a seasaf
riding fun.

If you have any questions, do not hesitate to call Jeaen{&eat 815-871-4090 or Jack Greenlee at 815-985-5100.

REGION 2 - “This Could Be The Beginning Of A Beautiful Fiendship”. By Peter Veit and Lori Kennedy, ITR
Region 2 board members.

Humphrey Bogart's final words in the classic movie Camada appropriately describe recent developments!

On Saturday April 17| was an invited guest and speaker at a 3t@ynational Mountain Bicycling Association trail
building conference, consisting of morning classroom discussioafsardoon mountain bike trail construction work. So
| brought my own saw and clippers from my saddlebag.

This all started last fall at IDNR’s MatthiessemtgtPark, with its 15 miles of trails and equestcgampground. We
came upon a series lfand new mountain bike trail markers with evidence of a significant amount of trail
maintenance work, despite what we knew were cuts ingiaffing. These are mostly multi-use single-traekgr on
which, in the past, we have seen bikers, hikers, bow ) reer.
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There is a history of cooperation: At the National Trails Conference in Davenport somesg/agpo, the person sitting

next to me at anquestrian breakfastwas the president of the lowa Mountain Bike Associatiomst year, there was a
presentation at SETC in Florida by IMBA representatiiesthe Cook County Forest Preserve they were allowed to
build a MB trail and then invited equestrians to usetitadit(providing it had not rained for a few days esili

Based on these positive experiences, we set out to edteontact the local mountain bike club. The intent was t
identify local equestrian clubs and, together with themtain bikers, approach the site manager regaidingefforts at
trail maintenance and development at Matthiessen.

This lead to an invitation to the IMBA Trail Conferencdél/e asked for, and received, a few minutes on the program
address 35 members of the local club, followed by participatiboth the classroom session and the subsequent trail-
building session. Throughout the entire day, it was evidantiie mountain bike people and equestrians want the same
things; i.e, to be out in nature, in interesting coyndrymulti-use, single-track trails. Both groups areinglto share

trails with other users. Even the literature passedholitded an article prepared at Clemson University (byabriigene
Woods’ associates) on bicycles and horses on the sarse trail

The International Mountain Bicycling Association, witk 80 full time staff, is based in Boulder Colorado. yrhave a
two man trail building educational team financed entilgh\Subaru Motors, traveling the country some 40 weeks per
year. The team puts on trail building seminars simildhése presented at several of the SETC conferences for
equestrian trails by Mike Ritter.

The average mountain biker is male, 33-35 years old, ahdvedtly different levels of risk taking and/or competence
The ones seen flying through the air on TV are not typirabuilding trails, sometimes obstacles for higher-leiders
are included. However, virtually all those have bypadzas, for other trail users, and for their own ridershwvigsser
skills.

We will continue working with the local organization. the next few weeks we hope to have a joint meeting with the
site superintendent to explore how we efirhelp improve the area, and possibly even come up with matchnuts ffor
specific projects.“This Could Be The Beginning Of A Beautiful Friendship”

REGION 3 - State Leaders Meet at Kickapoo Landing Interactive Meeting About Recreation
Opportunities by Ron Rhoades, ITR region 3 Board Member

On a chilly morning early in April, several prominent stigigders met to disseminate information about state furfiding
lllinois parks and gather input from user-group leaders on wealystter serve recreation needs.

Organized by lllinois Representative Bill Black, alsattendance was lllinois Department of Natural Ressu{itiNR)
director Marc Miller, IDNR regional manager Jim Capetal IDNR site superintendent John Hott, representatroes
local radio and printed news media, the local

Visitor's and Convention Bureau, local

Department of Conservation, Pheasants Forever,

Horsemen’s Council of lllinois (HCI), lllinois

Trail Riders (ITR), and Kickapoo Landing

concession operators.

Representative Black thanked all for coming.

Drawing upon memories of ages past he painted a
historic picture of the parks’ origins and the uses
they provided over the years, from scout camps and hunting campus tand horse field trials hosting a thousand
participants.

Marc Miller, Rep Bill Black, Jim Cpel, John Ho

Director Marc Miller explained his presence in IDNRo(fr not desiring the position, to being persuaded to join the
agency with a question asking him to imagine what goodihedo the agency with his presence over the next 9 months
compared to what will be lost if a strong leader &igee the agency is not found). He detailed the lllinois's filrancial
straits and its impact on the upcoming fiscal budget. Onertaniatem relating to the local parks is the lack ofYAN
funding for seasonal conservation workers for summer wak garks usually rely upon for summer park maintenance
(mowing, cleaning, etc).

Superintendent John Hott discussed the many facets of the @aRoeing, Fishing, Hiking, Horse Riding, Hunting,
Dog/Horse Field Trials, and Youth programs. He furttietailed how budget cuts can impact all areas, involving
everything from mowing the grass to camp opportunities fon ahéldren. On a positive note, he announced that a
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reservation system will become available for RV (ndtgauestrian) camping sites (something not currently dla)la
This should have a positive impact on local tourism, sirmeynpeople that call about camping declare they will not come
to the area if not assured of a campsite. He also aoediuthat the United States Equestrian Foundation (Y&&§
chosen Middle Fork as the regional World Equestrian Gaelegtion trials in June for Endurance ridansl national
selection trials in August!

The Tourism Bureau spoke of the many tourism aspects the padesnprand how many opportunities (and tourism
dollars) are lost as features are lost. Many trav@hfiChicago to experience nature unavailable in their aféae
encouraged everyone to keep the Bureau appraised of offeririgsysmuld better promote to prospective visitors.

ITR, represented by Sara Rhoades, spoke highly of tradroppties Middle Fork provides and of the high support the
trail riders of the area give the park, volunteering mudtiphes a year, regardless of weather, to provide egsiatance

to maintain a viable trail system. The first quesfiimm state leaders was how

liability is handled to alleviate the various agency wesrconcerning worker

safety. lIdeas for revenue were explored with Saraagxpy the silent host

system of paying fees by users at unmanned kiosks that leelpldoost income

in areas that are not large enough to merit manned jgoitn{s.

HCI, represented by Ron Rhoades, strongly reinforceddbal parks provide a
tremendous recreational opportunity for everyone, includiag tiders and
competitors. There are 300,000 hunting licenses in llli(iir portion of which are held by out-of-state hunteasd
200,000 IN-state horses used for recreation (primarily tidig) in Illinois. Middle Fork is also becoming known to
out-of-state riders, serving as a trail riding destinatigvith some amenity improvements -- reservations (whi¢chnet
be on line until a short while after the RV reservatioriesy$ -- and campsite water and power, the area coutthiza
premium riding area and draw a larger regional response.

Volunteers show off booty to John +

Representative Black closed the meeting thanking everyoneofoing and sharing their good ideas with state
management. He felt several very good ideas were mentiodedauld serve as potential parks’ resources.

REGION 3 - Equestrians Looking For Bluebells And Mushroans Find Hidden Treasures Cleaning
Equestrian Trails! by Sara Rhoades, ITR Region 3 Board member

Saturday April 18 began bright and sunny for 23 trail enthusiasts assemblie aiddle Fork State Fish & Wildlife
Area (commonly referred to as Middle Fork) to assist tleSif Illinois and the horse world by helping staff cleding
trails of stray brush and tree trunks that Mother Matonstantly puts in the way.

Middle Fork is part of a 10,000 acre site superintendent JolnidHieesponsible for overseeing and maintaining with a
“huge” staff of 2 (yes 2!) personnel. Responsibilitiedude camp site maintenance and operations, grounds keeping
(imagine mowing a huuuugggeeee yard), hiking, and horse back tv&ilHott’s original staff was 15 workers that have
progressively been pared as state budgets have worsenetor$aérails comprise approximately 35 miles ranging from
“double track” trails, or trails wide and level enougifatta horse and carriage can be driven down the tréadingle
track” trails that only one horse (or hiker) can walk dowa &me and can be through creeks or rivers and up and down
rolling hillsides.

Horseback enthusiasts consider trails such as thesesiumpartant part of recreational resources that theyting to
spend their free time helping the state “keep the trails opepé&idorming basic “elbow grease” work trimming branches
and shrubs and moving the debris. They occasionally firdblén treasures”. Some volunteers cleaned up not only
brush, but also bottles, cans, sleeping bags (which @ae s home to snapping turtles), and lawn chairs! At,righ
volunteers proudly display their catch of the day to sufmdent Hott as they give him directions to a tree thafdiias
across the path and is too big for them to move withowdridh moving machine!

Hard work has many rewards. Some long term (continuadbdility of quality trails)
and some short term (the Horsemen’s Council of lllinois + H&ovided a wonderful
lunch to give everyone energy to continue their day!).

Many fields of wildflower BlueBells and mushrooms (everorkls!) were found
throughout the 10 miles of trails (out of 35) that were oedeuring the day's work.
Volunteers enjoy HCI's lunch! Who knows what will be found on the next work day?

Sara Rhoades is a director with Illinois Trail RideFr additional information, please
contact her either via email séira@rhoadesgroup.camvia phone at 217-493-9654.
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REGION 4 & 5 — Send us news of what is happening in yoarea and let us tell the good news!
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WSU PRESS RE-RELEASES HORSE CAMPING CLASSIC

Whether planning a day-long equine excursion, or a 14-day heksehtis book gives valuable advice to all of us. Hpeseking has

long been part of Pacific Northwest lore. The Nez®@ersed horses as transportation, and frontier fur treyaso loaded and rode
the animals. Like those mountain men, people still kangxperience pristine backcountry and enjoy the simple
pleasures nature offers. George Hatley's 1992 Horse Cangpransidered a classic how-to manual. A cattle
rancher with a deep connection to the Palouse and ritg @aneers, the author’s passion for horses—in

particular, the regional breed—Ied to his involvement imfting the Appaloosa Horse Club.

Hatley's practical advice and story-telling shine, shgtboth successes and oversights from his decades as an
outfitter. He covers trip planning, horses, tack, geard,fémrse hauling and packing and other aspects of

preparation.

camp.

Finally, he provides instructions relateddtting out on the trail, establishing a site, anditife

Available in paperback, Horse Camping, can be orderedghrbookstores, by calling 800-354-7360, or online at wsupraseau
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